The Israelite Saga

A Third Grade Class Play

By Tim Kane and Debbie Hillar Kane

Cast of Characters (lines)

Abraham - 7

Sarah, Abraham’s wife - 6

Elieser, Abraham’s servant - 10

Isaac, Abraham’s son - 3

Rebecca, Isaac’s wife - 8

Esau, Isaac’s son - 2

Jacob, Isaac’s son - 9

Adah, Esau’s wife - 2

Jacob’s sons - 3 lines as a group

Rueben - 2

Simeon - 1

Levi - 1

Judah - 1

Zebulun - 1

Issachar - 1

Dan - 1

Gad - 1

Asher - 1

Naphtali - 1

Benjamin - 1

Joseph - 8

Pharaoh1 - 4

Butler - 2

Moses - 6

Pharaoh2 - 4

Pharaoh’s Servant - 1

The Israelite Saga

A Third Grade Play

In the beginning . . .


(Hebrew phonetic spelling)

Everyone:

B’reschit bara Elohim et haschamayeem v’et ha’aretz




Ve’ha’aretz haita tohuvavohu




Ve’choshech al p’ne tayhom




Ve’ruach Elohim me’rachephet al p’ne hamayeem




Vejomare Elohim : j’hi or vej’hi or :




Vayar Elohim et ha’or ki tov




Vejaudel Elohim bayn ha’or u vayn ha’choshech




Vejikra Elohim la’or yom velachoshech kara laila




Vej’hi ereu vej’hi vokyer yom echad

Scene 1

Noah and sons at the end of the flood

Narration Chorus:
And with the Earth God was content




But by humanity his heart was rent




And so upon the earth a flood he sent




To Noah he turned to plant the seed




From which a new world might proceed.

Song:  Noah’s Ark, with pentatonic flute accompaniment




Old Noah he built himself an ark;




There’s one more river to cross.




He built it all of hick’ry bark;




There’s one more river to cross.




There’s one more river; And that wide river is Jordan,




There’s one more river, There’s one more river to cross.




It rained and rained day and night; . . .




They wondered what would be their plight; . . .




But then the sun began to shine; . . .




From God a rainbow was a sign; . . .

Noah:


Ah, blessed dove and branch new grown,




From this day forth you shall be known




As signs of peace and the world’s fresh start




Of hope e’er renewed in the human heart!




Hear the wind whispering, soft as a breath,




“As the dawn lightens darkness, so man conquers death!”

Angel Chorus: 
Shem, to the north and the west you must go,

 (with Shem)

Where, out of cold and the blood-chilling snow,




You and your race shall become those who know.

Angel Chorus:
Japheth, no man could work harder than you.

 (with Japheth)
Go to the east, to your God remain true;




You and your race shall become those who do.

Angel Chorus:
Ham, lion-brave yet as mild as a dove,

 (with Ham)

Go to the south where the sun burns above;




You and your race shall become those who love.

Angel Chorus:
No one brother apart has been given full might




To redeem earthly darkness through God’s loving light.




Not one race alone—Oh, no, but all three



In brotherhood will strive for good




And help Man become loving and free!

Scene 2

Abraham and Sarah

Narration Chorus:
And so Jehovah’s blessed and all-knowing plan




Emerges through the generations—a long time span.




Our story moves some years ahead




We’ll soon find out where God has led.

Narration Chorus:
Abraham and his wife Sarah, 




They both lived a long time ago.




One day God spoke to Abraham,




And told him what he had to know.

Abraham:

Our God has said to Canaan we must go




Pack our things and take the clan.

Narration Chorus:
So Abraham and his family




Went west because it was God’s plan.

Abraham:

I did not know where this would lead,

But Sarah, this land, it looks so good.

Sarah:


You know it’s said, God will provide

We’ve been led, as we knew we would.

Narration Chorus:
And so they settled there to stay.



One day God led Abraham up a path

That went to mountains high.

God said to him, “Your descendants will be

As many as stars in the sky”.

Abraham:

How can this be? I have no child.

Narration Chorus:
Then God said, “Just wait, I will provide”.

One day three travelers were passing by;




Abraham was moved to take them aside.




He invited them to stay and dine.




And as they talked Sarah did hear:

Traveler:

Your wife will bear a child within a year.




Sarah:


It’s so silly I have to laugh.

For a baby I am too old.

Narration Chorus:
But they were right, Sarah found out




The child was born as was foretold.

Scene 3

Sacrifice of Isaac

Narration Chorus:
Isaac was chosen for his name




But then from God




A test of faithfulness came.

Angel Chorus:
Abraham, Abraham, take thy son,




Thine only son whom thou dost love,




To the land of Moriah, unto one




Of the mountains I will tell thee of.




And thither thou the lad shalt bring




To be a burnt offering.

(Enter Abraham, Isaac and servants)

Abraham:

Now is our journey all but done,




For thrice the fiery-mantled sun




Has lit his path across the skies




And yonder now the mountain lies.

     (to servant)
Abide ye with the ass, until




The lad and I on yonder hill




Shall worship God the Lord, and then




Return to you again.

Isaac:


Father, my father . . .

Abraham:




Here I am . . .

Isaac:


I have the wood and you the fire,




But where, my father, is the lamb




To do the Lord’s desire?




How shall our sacrifice be done?

Abraham:

God will provide a lamb, my son.


(They proceed on their journey.  Abraham binds Isaac and lays him on the altar.

 He is about to slay him.)
Angel Chorus:
Abraham!  Abraham!

Abraham:

Here am I.

Angel Chorus:
Touch not the lad, nor let him die!




Now because thou hadst not spared




Thine only son and wast prepared




To offer him unto the Lord,




God knoweth thou dost fear His word.

Isaac:


See father, yonder is a ram




Caught in the thicket by the horn.

Abraham:

Thus does the Lord provide the lamb.




Come, let us take him from the thorn




And let our sacrifice be done




In thanksgiving for thee, my son.

Scene 4

Isaac finds a wife

Narration Chorus:
Isaac grew up strong and full of life.

Abraham:

My son is now a man indeed




I think its time he had a wife.

Narration Chorus:
So Abrahm sent his most faithful servant




To seek out for Isaac a wife.

Elieser:

God willing I shall find one who’s fervent




To spend with Isaac her life.

Narration Chorus:
He went to where Abraham came from.




It was a long and dusty ride.

Elieser:

I do not know where to look, but




Let it be said, God will provide.

Narration Chorus:
A well he found, a place to stop

Could this be where he would find her?

Elieser:

The first of these women to me does offer




A drink of water from this well




Then to care for my camels is just as quick




Let her be the one I should pick.

Rebecca:

How about some water for you?



You were thirsty, now sit and rest

And I will water your camels, too.

Elieser:

You are perfect, you are the one.

You should marry my master’s son.

Please come to Canaan, Isaac dwells there.




The two of you your lives shall share.

Scene 5

Jacob steals Isaac’s blesing

Chorus:

To Rebecca and Isaac twin sons were born




Each as different as night is from morn.




Esau, born the first, a hairy hunter was he.




The favorite of his father is what he grew to be.

Jacob , born the second one




Could be likened to the rays of the morning sun.




Rebecca cherished him most of all




And could not bear to see him fall.

And when time came to pass a blessing to the first born son




Jacob’s shining cleverness would not be outdone.




So Jacob with his mother a deceitful hoax devised




To outwit aged Isaac, with his failing eyes.

Rebecca:

Listen to me Jacob and do just as I say




From the herd fetch two kids and I’ll cook the meal




To your father you’ll serve it this very day




Pretending you’re Esau, the opportunity’s ideal.

Jacob:


That ruse will be difficult for my arms are bare




While my brother Esau is covered with hair.

Rebecca:

So on your arms these goatskins wear




And Esau’s holiday garments, too.

Jacob:


Dear father, your meal I did prepare. 

Isaac:


Come here closer so I may touch you.




Certainly these are Esau’s arms




And the smell of his clothes as well.




Come kneel before me so on you




The blessing I may tell.

Chorus:

When Esau returned from his hunting that day




He discovered that he was too late.




Jacob had stolen his blessing




Now Jacob would flee from his brother’s hate.

Scene 6

Jacob returns to Canaan

Chorus:

After many years of being gone




Jacob to Canaan did return.




He brought his family back with him




His twelve sons sensing his concern.




He wondered how would Esau feel




Would revenge be on his mind?




As Jacob came forward he bowed three times




And reconciliation the two did find.




Isaac now had grown old




But rejoiced to be able once more




His son Jacob to embrace




And to meet Jacob’s sons, his heart did soar.

Isaac:


Praised be God!  The twelve tribes of Israel




I have been honored to bless!

Scene 7

Joseph and his brothers

Chorus:

But with Jacob’s sons, all was not well.


Rueben:

Father loves Joseph most of all.

Simeon:

Joseph thinks that he is so swell.

Issachar:

In his dreams to our knees we do fall.

Dan:


To bow down to him.  What a joke!

Zebulun:

His dreams they make me really mad!

Levi:


Let’s kill the lad, get rid of the cloak.

Judah:

We’ll say he was eaten by a beast, how sad!

Gad:


Then we’d be rid of our little pest.

Benjamin:

No!  We should not kill our brother.

Asher:


Then let’s sell him as a slave, send him to the west.

Naphtali:

Then our problems will belong to another.

Joseph:

I feel as though I’m in a pit




But I must believe, God will provide.

Scene 8

Joseph in Egypt

Chorus:

The brothers sent Joseph off to Egypt




To be there as a slave.




But soon he found favor with Potiphar




To Joseph a job he gave.




But then his master’s wrath




Was kindled by a lie




Joseph was thrown into prison




And left there to die.

Joseph:

I feel as though I’m in a pit 

But I must believe, God will provide.

Pharaoh 1:
   I had a dream the other night.  Can no one tell me what it means?



  My wise men, are your wells of wisdom dry?



   Your hearts become a desert place?



   Is there no seeing in your eye



   The meaning of a dream to trace?

Butler:


I know a man that might tell the meaning deep.




That lay within your picture-sleep.




A Hebrew, in Pharaoh’s prison bound




Joseph, by name, will be found.

Pharaoh 1:

Go hither, fetch this fruitful seer




Get this Joseph and bring him here.

  (to Joseph):

Could you a dream for me unfold?

Joseph:

It is not a talent that I hold.




But God, if so He wills, shall show




What Pharaoh’s heart does seek to know.

Chorus:

So Joseph told the Pharaoh this




Seven years of plenty shall arise




And though the people live in bliss




Seven years of famine behind that lies.




Then Pharaoh chose Joseph, a man discreet




Of wisest heart and willing feet




And sent him out as his right hand




With his wisdom to rule o’er Egypt’s land.



While in Egypt the people had plenty




Throughout the years of the drought




Back in Canaan the people suffered




Jacob’s family with hunger distraught.




Then Jacob to Egypt his sons he sent




The situation to apprise




Before Joseph to beg food they went




But him, they did not recognize.

Joseph:

Come nearer unto me, I pray.




I am he you sold away.




I am Joseph.  Let it give no trouble to your hearts to know




That God the Lord has willed it so.

Brothers:

‘Tis true! ‘Tis true! ‘Tis surely he!




What can we do?  Where can we flee?

Joseph:

Come tremble not, for ye shall live.




It was God’s will, and I forgive.

Scene 9

The Hebrews in Egypt

Chorus:

Joseph’s brothers moved to Egypt 

And to them Pharaoh did give




Possession of the land so sweet

How happily they did live. 




For hundreds of years the Hebrews dwelt




Upon this fertile ground.




They grew and multiplied by scores




The blessings did abound.




Until another Pharaoh came




Whose countenance was grave




He did not like the Israelites




And made each one a slave.




He kept them working night and day




And did not even let them pray.




In bondage he did hold them




With little hope of freedom.




The Israelites suffered, they called out for help




And to Jehovah they cried




They had heard many times, but could it be true?




“God will provide.”

Scene 10

Moses is called to free the Israelites

Jehovah:

Moses, Moses

Moses:


I am here.

Jehovah:

Come here.  Take your shoes from your feet




     for you stand on holy ground.

I am the God of thy father, the god of Abraham,

     the God of Isaac, the God of Jacob.

I have seen the suffering of my people and

     I have heard their cry.

I have come for you to free them,

     To the land of milk and honey lead them.

To Pharaoh you must go to convey the words I’ve said.

And to the promised land by you shall they be led.

Moses:

Who am I to fulfill this task?




Someone more worthy you should ask.

Jehovah:

Do not worry, I’ll be at your side




And I’ll send your brother Aaron along as your guide.




Remember it’s true . . . “God will provide.”

Let My People Go—Go Down Moses

Moses (before Pharaoh):
Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel:





Let my people go that they may hold a feast





     To me in the wilderness.

Pharaoh 2:

Who is this God of Israel?




He doesn’t speak to me.




I’ll make your labors twice as hard.




You never will be free.

Moses:

Then Egypt shall suffer plague upon plague.

Chorus:

The staff of Moses became a snake.

Moses:

Let my people go!

Pharaoh2:

I will NOT let your people go. 

Chorus:

The rivers ran with blood.

Moses:

Let my people go!

Pharaoh2:

I will NOT let your people go.

Chorus:

Frogs covered the land.

Moses:

Let my people go!

Pharaoh2:

I will NOT let your people go.

Chorus:

Flies, a great murrain, boils and sores afflicted the people.

Moses:

Let my people go!

Pharaoh2:

I will NOT let your people go.

Chorus:

Great storms, then locusts covered all the fields.

Moses:

Let my people go!

Pharaoh2:

I will NOT let your people go.

Chorus:

Darkness fell upon the land.  Angel of death took all the first-

Born Egyptian sons.

Moses:

Let my people go!

Chorus:

Let our people go!

Pharaoh2:

I will let your people go.

Chorus:

The family of Jacob, the children of Abraham,




Escaped the Pharaoh’s heavy hand. 




The Twelve tribes wandered forty years




Through desert hardship, death, and tears.




All to find the promised land.




And as they followed Moses




Onward going stride by stride




Although they often went astray




They trusted their God would provide.

Dwellings

Chorus:

The earth is the home of all mankind




Its ceiling the blue sky above;




Its floor is the ground on which we walk




Upheld by a selfless love.




The sun warms our home in the daytime;




The moon and the stars light the night.




And over it all with great wisdom




God rules with a lawful might.




And out of this home, with heaven’s help,




From water, fire, air and earth




Is fashioned a house for every soul




To dwell in from time of birth.




The heart is the sun which warms man’s house;




The stars are the light in his mind,




And when in his deeds there is warmth and light




Then God finds a home in mankind.

