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THE GOLDEN GOOSE

Chorus 


There was a man once long ago





He had three sons, a wife also.





Dummling they called the youngest son





They thought he was a simpleton.

One day their pile of wood was low

The eldest son his ax did show.

Older Brother

I will go out to cut some wood.

Mother


Dear Son, take with you something good.

I send you off with this fine treat,

A cake I baked and juice so sweet. 

Chorus


Into the forest he did walk

Until he thought he heard some talk.

A gray-haired man he then did see

Who stepped out from behind a tree.

Old Gray Man

Good day, fine Sir!  Will you help me?

I’m thirsty, hungry, you must see.

Will you please share some food with me?

Older Brother

But if I give you what is mine





Then none is left for me to dine.





So little man be off with you!





I now have my own work to do.

Chorus


The eldest son now took his ax

Then found a tree to make some hacks.

But soon that ax fell on his arm

The little man had caused this harm.

This brother then to home repaired

His arm bound up, no wood he shared.

Chorus


The second son his ax did show.

Second Brother

Now in your place I ought to go.





I will go out to cut some wood.

Mother


Dear Son, take with you something good.

I send you off with this fine treat,

A cake I baked and juice so sweet. 

Chorus


Into the forest he did walk

Until he thought he heard some talk.

A gray-haired man he then did see

Who stepped out from behind a tree.

Old Gray Man

Good day, fine Sir!  Will you help me?

I’m thirsty, hungry, you must see.

Will you please share some food with me?

Second Brother

But if I give you what is mine





Then none is left for me to dine.





So little man be off with you!





I now have my own work to do.

Chorus


The second son now took his ax

Then found a tree to make some hacks.

But soon that ax did miss the tree

The man had made it strike his knee.

This brother then to home repaired

His leg bound up, no wood he shared.




Then Dummling came with ax in hand.

Dummling


I will go next at your command.

Father


My son, of course you may not go

That ax will surely cause you woe.

Dummling


Father, do let me go cut wood

I beg you please, I really should.

Father


Then go, it’s clear you won’t divert





You’ll learn a lesson when you’re hurt.

Mother


For you a cake in cinders baked

And juice that’s sour, your thirst may slake.

Chorus


Into the forest he did walk

Until he thought he heard some talk.

A gray-haired man he then did see

Who stepped out from behind a tree.

Old Gray Man

Good day, fine Sir!  Will you help me?

I’m thirsty, hungry, you must see.

Will you please share some food with me?

Dummling


I only have some plain old fare

But what I have, with you I’ll share.

Chorus


So Dummling took his food from sack





Oh what surprise, inside to find





Good juice to drink, sweet cake to snack.

Old Gray Man

Good luck is yours, you’ve been so kind.





If you will now cut down that tree

I know of something there for thee.

Chorus


So Dummling then his ax set loose

Beneath the tree he found a goose!

‘Twas such a wonder to behold

The brightly gleaming goose was gold!

Song



Walk along, skip along, dance along with me.

I have found a golden goose under the roots of

a tree.

Walk along, skip along, dance along with me.

Chorus


Then under arm with goose so bright

To inn he went to spend the night.

The inn host had fair daughters three

Now full of curiosity

They looked for opportunity.

The eldest one first seized her chance

To get some gold, her arm did lance.





She tried to grab the golden glow





And found that she could not let go.

Older Sister

Oh such bad luck, I now am stuck!

Chorus


The second one desired her turn





To get some gold the girl did yearn.

She tried to grab the golden glow 

And found that she could not let go.

Second Sister

Oh such bad luck, now I am stuck!

Chorus


The youngest one with like intent

On getting gold now she was bent.

As she appeared to come with plan

The sisters warned her as she ran.

1st and 2nd Sisters
Away! dear Sister, do not touch

You will not like this very much!

Chorus


But little sister still did come





And to her greed she did succumb.





She tried to grab the golden glow





And found that she could not let go.

Little Sister


Oh such bad luck, now I am stuck!

Chorus


And thus they spent the night with goose

The three unable to get loose.

(Music)

Early next morn Dummling did leave

Along with him the girls did weave.




A Preacher out in field did spy

Dummling’s parade there passing by.

Clergyman


You good-for-nothing girls, what shame





Why do you play this sinful game?

Chorus


He grabbed them then to pull away

And found that he would have to stay.

Clergyman


Oh such bad luck, now I am stuck!

Chorus


Preacher’s Assistant now came too





Thought perhaps his friend was sickly.

C’s Assistant

We have a christening to do





Whither do you go so quickly?

Chorus


He then did grab him by the sleeve

And to the Preacher he did cleave.

C’s Assistant

Oh such bad luck, now I am stuck!

Chorus


Some workers in the field did see





This quite uncommon revelry.

Clergymen


Come quickly please, do set us free.

Laborers


Oh my, what can the matter be?

Chorus


They came with hoes, tried to untwine





But they became part of the line.

Laborers


Oh such bad luck, now we are stuck!

Song 


Walk along, skip along, dance along with me.

I have found a golden goose under the roots of

a tree.

Walk along, skip along, dance along with me.

Chorus


They came up to the city gate





The guards there did not hesitate.

Guards


We think you’ll help with our distress

We’ll tell the tale of our princess.

The Queen did see her girl was sad

And told the King to make her glad.

For help to solve the mystery

The King put out a quick decree.

King



Her hand in marriage you will win





If you can make her laugh again!

Chorus


Then Dummling went to find the girl





With goose in hand and line awhirl.

Song 


Walk along, skip along, dance along with me.

I have found a golden goose under the roots of

a tree.

Walk along, skip along, dance along with me.

Chorus


Right past the Princess they did hop





She laughed so hard, she could not stop.

Princess


Ha Ha! Hee Hee! Ho Ho! Such glee

Ha Ha! Hee Hee! Ho Ho! To see

Such funny sight go by, Hee Hee!

Chorus


Right to the King Dummling did go





He wanted King and Queen to know.

Dummling


Now I have fulfilled your decree





Please let your daughter marry me.

Chorus


One look at Dummling, they both knew





For son-in-law he would not do.





The King did hope to stop Dummling 

And his daughter from marrying.

Because the King was not impressed

He then devised a futile quest.

Queen


But first you must complete this task

For that is all the King does ask.

King



Produce for me before deadline





One who can drink up all my wine.

Chorus


Then Dummling thought of man with glee

And went to where he felled the tree.

An old man sat there on the stump

His face was sad, he seemed a grump.


Dummling did ask him why so sad


He did not want him feeling bad.

Old Man 1


I have such thirst, how can this be?

I cannot quench it, don’t you see?

Dummling


Then come with me Sir, if you will

I pledge to you, you’ll drink your fill.

Chorus


Back in cellar dark and dank

Barrels of wine he drank and drank.

Low and behold before nightfall

The little man did drink it all.

Right to the King Dummling did go

He wanted King and Queen to know.

Dummling


You see, I did complete your task





Your daughter’s hand is what I ask.

Chorus


Oh then the King he was so vexed





And wondered what he could do next.





For when he looked upon that face





He could not muster any grace.





Because the King was not impressed





He then devised a futile quest.

Queen


But first you must complete this task

For that is all the King does ask.

King



You must bring one to do this feat

A mountain high of bread to eat.

Chorus


Then Dummling thought of man with glee

And went to where he felled the tree.

An old man sat there on the stump

His face was sad, he seemed a grump.

Dummling did ask him why so sad


He did not want him feeling bad.

Old Man 2


I am so hungry though I ate

The food my hunger did not sate. 

Dummling


Then come with me Sir, if you will

I pledge to you, you’ll eat your fill.

Chorus


Now back in Kingdom bread did wait





A mountain high he ate and ate.




Low and behold before nightfall

The little man did eat it all.

Right to the King Dummling did go

He wanted King and Queen to know.

Dummling


You see, I did complete your task





Your daughter’s hand is what I ask.

Chorus


Oh now the King he was surprised





There must be something, he surmised.





For when he thought upon that name





He could not bear to know the shame.

The final quest he made severe

So Dummling now would disappear.

Queen


But first you must complete this task

For that is all the King does ask.

King



A ship that goes o’er land and sea





You must come sailing back to me.

Chorus


Now Dummling knew just where to search

Back to the forest by a birch.

And right there by the tree he felled

The gray-haired man he then beheld.

Dummling


Good-day dear Sir, I need from thee

A ship that sails o’er land and sea.

Old Gray Man

Because you were to me so kind

This ship you need I’ll help you find.

Chorus


And so Dummling his ship did sail

Up to the King who thought he’d fail.

Dummling


You see I did complete your task





You’re daughter’s hand is what I ask.

King & Queen

As you insist we can’t resist





By this last bargain we’ll abide.





Our daughter now may be your bride.

Song



Walk with me, dance with me, 

Will you marry me?





I have brought a ship for you,






That sails o’er land and sea.





Walk with me, dance with me,






Will you marry me?

Chorus


And so the two in wedded bliss





If not yet dead still live like this





Traveling over sea and land





Always around to lend a hand.

Song



Walk along, skip along, dance along with me.

I have found a golden goose under the roots

of a tree.

Walk along, skip along, dance along with me.

